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Intrr :duct ion

The purpose of  th is paper is to contr ibute t .o an ongoing

on hunan r ights,  and more part icular ' ly  on the twin probients of

exteni  they are l^ iestern and to what extenX t .hey are universal .
preci  sel  y tv i i  n probl  ems becatrse r^rhatever i  s l r restern,  f  rom chr i  st i  ani  ty

via the major colonial  ' languar;es to deve- iopment nrodel  s and : . ' . i t : ,c , .  nci

technology, tend: to be conce' ived of  as universal  , AS a nreaSUre Of ly 'estern power-

the iclea r.{estern = uni.zersal ' i  s  found not onl  y anrong westerners -
' in other lvords ,  i  t  i  s  accepted by many others .  Hovlever,  to pretend that

something is universal  does not necessar i ly  mean that i t ' is  un' iversal

in any operat jonal  or  mean' ingful  sense, i ikr :  anybody try ing to se11 shoes

of s ize z l -Ator cars made fon r ight-hand dr iv ingrvr i ' l l  soon exper ience.

Before enter ing into the key d ' inrensions for discussing this problem,!1rne and

!pe-e,  t ' "hen and*h.* dict  t l rer ;oncept or ig i r lc l tg,  l row and why and lvhat k ' ind

of cul tural  ' i rnpr int  does i t .  carry,some conceptrral ' izat ion of  human r ights

is necessary,  I  shal  I  conceive of  a humati  r ight  as a n0rm, concet"ning

the rock bottorn of  human existencerpotent ia l ly  for  human beings every-

whe'e.  L ike for  any norms i ;ner:mre norm-senders(S) vrho say that th is

and that should be/should not be done; there are nornt-rece' ivers (R) r  hsce

the task j t  is  to see to j t  that  th js and that wi l l  be/w' i l l  not  be done;

and there are t .he norm objects (O) wtro in pr incip]e are the center

pi  ece of  the 11[ol  g ,construct i  on,  f  or  whom the human r i  ghts exi , t$/ ,  j  nd" i  -' e\€]1\A'7hel:e -
vi dual human be'inr.lsn , and t_lg_ryIt*

sender-  is  t l ie community or organjzar\Lo, l .?! f tu! . t ,  toda,v generai iy

interpreted as being the United Nat ' ions/Assembly.  Obviously,  however,

the norn objects may aJso send these nornrs to the state as a receiver,
t tThor; : , t . i ' - : ,1 i  not  inrpr ison me w' i thout dLre process r i '  lar ,"rrr f  r f  Thou si ' ra: t  n:-r- ;v i11e:

me wi th gai  nf  u l  enrp' loyment,"  and so on. Bu t  i  t  i  s  the communi ty of  states

t .hat  formulate the norms, put thern into the shape of  not.  only negot iabie

but : : : i ; i : i iabl6nstrutnents,  st tch as the three ' instrunents col lected

in what js of ten cal led the lnternat ional  Bj l I  of  Human Rigthts ( t f re

Universal  Declarat ' ion of  l - luman Rights;  the l  nt .ernat ional  f la l* . ;€.nen{,

on Econom' ic,  Soc' ia l  and Cu' l tural  Rights and the Internat ional  Covenant

on C' iv i l  and Pol ' i t ' ical  Rights).  Bas. ica11y, th is is the mater ia l  to

be di  scussed.
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2. llglt-an rglft'-gj t@g-

Thus conceived of  human r ights have as the' i r  cond"i t ' ion for  existence

a context  wi th three clear constructs:  indiv iduals,  states and communjt ies

or even organ' izat ions of  states.  Put di f fep.n11r,  there is the assumption

of a three t ier  wor ld,  a part icular social  construct ion that came s1ow1y

into being af ter  the decl ' ine of  t .he Middle Ages. Rut the backqound rs l : r : :oader.

. fgcgn;og{-  _sg; leys o{ r ightg and dut ies (obl  igat ions )  rnust  be

as old as human beings themselves; the interest ' ing quest ion js how

they are r1.r ! - r . : ; t  r .  rut%frb coLr ld imagine several  jdeal  types. 0n the one

hand there would be the ' idea of  an egal  i tar ian,  possibl .v '  nonradic community

with people woven together in netsof r iqhts and dir t i r :s,  the net being

ntade ' i  n such 0 wc1! that  evervbody comes out of  the . interact i  on patterns

relat ' ive1y wel l  pr^otected and relat ' ive1y evenly.  Human beings are of

course recognizable phys' ical ly/biologicai  l ,v  ' in th is network but the more

densely the net is spun, the rrrcre di f f jcul t  or  rneaningless w' i l l  i t  be

to detach the jndiv jdual  f rom the network.  ' l lhe indrvj i lua. l  i : . -  - i r  ' ,he net,
r i : r . ,  only in the knoor,  ' ' -c t i r ;e i l l l {a:  r ' t : t  ' l i r : - ' i lo l ,Ogical  i i . , i j ;hul : , . r ' , \ , - .

?hi:nthere ' is  another concept ion:  t f iere is a ch" ief ,  a pr ince, a

king with layers inbetween down to the nrost  humble,  h ighly vert ical ,

but  st i l l  col lecLiv ist .  There are r jghts and dut ies wi th in and between

the layers,  at  the top not only r ights and at  the bottom not only dut ies.

Feudal ism is of ten descr ibed as systerrgof th is k ind,  and al though there

were I  jmi tat ' iors put on the pr ince i t  was also qui te c lear that  those

I ow doyrn i  n the p.yrami ds were to some exten I  t  rea ted I  i  ke property

with whom the pr ince could do as he pleases" He mjght not ei l l ' ;a iy 's be pleasec

wj lh everythinq he did,  however,  for  there were also l imi tat ions on

his exercise of  power.  ? i i , :se ;Ei ,  the nct ton \" . ier :e def inr te l rv not ei l \ , ; . , r , r 's  ; . i :  cs t1

However,  in the 16th centurv Europe the three const i tut ive components

took shape. Power was concentrated upwards in the pyramidal  construct ion

and vested with the k ings and emperors (by the srace of  God);  an organi-

zat jon ul t imately equipped with ministr ies and a cabinet,  a bureaucracy
:  lound

emerged f  the pr ince, ul t inrately to be known as the state.  States

(I) R3i1ry1fl6 Pan'i kj'ar, 'f,a not-i-on des droits de I'h.orlrne est-el-le un concent occi-
dental ?f Drlegene_, ll" -'t 20 , 7982.
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re. lated with each other economica'11y, pol ' i t ica11y and nr j l i tar i ly  in the

emerging state system crystal l ized ' in the Peace of  ' ;  +:st , f ,  a l , {4"648).  And

through means of  product ion less t ied to land and aqr icul ture and the

cycles of  naturerand more to raw mater ia ls and industry and the processes

of commercial izat ion,  geographical  and social  mobi l i ty  became rnuch more

pronounced and the i ld iv idual  emerged as somebody caoable of  re lat ing

di  rect ly to God ( through protestar l t isnr)  , to.  the K' inq (as s_ubject . )  and
. '  anrr t-o €a.nith_l (as ,.torke"r, 'errrlo-iee)

ult ' i r , ' rately to the State (as c i t izen)n Of course. the intermediar ies

were st i l l  there but a new construct jon had emerged. The King der ivecl

hi  s poiver f  rom God; ul  t ' inrately the state bui  I  t  around the King over-

shadowed the K' inq hir lsel f  and 
_the 

leqj t inrat ' ion f r  onr God rrraned with

God himsel f  .  The State needed f  new source of  legi t j r r rat ion wi th the

soverei  gnty "corr t i  ng f  rom" the peopl  e (and very rarely gett i  nq back

agair- :  ) .  vox i . ;o lu l  i ,  vox 
" , 'e i  L,ecane - : i te t -T: ' .y ' , rs iLrcn i t r : lu1i .

About th is process nuch can be said,  but  for  the present purpose

not so nruch is needed. The relat ic lns Lretr , ieen indiv ' iduals w' i th ' in a state

were regulated by nat ional  (or  "municipal")  lavrs;  the relat ionsn, i ; r

between states jncreasingly t .hrough " internat ional  law -  r , r€ re 
nin 

taA., ,  ' , roce ss,

I t  ' is  in th is context

complex construct  combining

law, based on both of  them

three t :e i  systern ind' icated

the human r iqhts should be seen: as a

elenents of  nat . ional  and internat ional
to

and contr ibut" ingn both of  thenr.  In the

we qet.  somethinq' l  ike Fjgure 1

Fisure t. I!. ,gfggt'ive stj'[ctuti_of _l1qiql_11gllq

sleJs-rv$er
(  sender )

I
I
I  Norm
I

\y
(  rece' ive r  )

State

t_j )onnss' ion (neg. r ights)
Aarfr l i t /1nu I  rur \  

- ]*>cornm j  ss i  on (pos .  r i  ghts )
I,t

ind ' iv idual  s

(objects )



-4-

I t  may certain ' ly  be discussed to what extent the state system
real  ly  r /as a norm sender rororei le%ergence of  re lat ' ively wel  l  org.r-
nizeC systems in the form of the l -eague of  f latrons and the United Nat ions,
af ter  the Fjrst  and Second iJor ld Wars respect ive' ly.  But the jdea that
the human r ights somehow come from the outsjCe js probably very o1d,
at  the same t ime as there has been a secular izat . ion process not only
for God, but also for  the Kinq. 1, .  nciw cu-r ,sr i : :  i : lcn le: :  'v ' r rs neecled,

The human r iqhts in F' igure 1 appear as conl^ete act ions engaged
in by the state.  They are of  two kjnds, the negat ive huntan r ights
focuss' ing on what the state should not do, on domest ' icat inq the state,

I  j  l r :  i ; .n6 the state,  nta k i  ng i  t  obey due proces: of  law. And then

lhere is the second kind, t .he acts of  commission, the posi t ive human

rights def jn ing the state as a pfovider ' ,  wj th the indiv iduals having

cla ' i rns on the state,  [ot .on' ly against  the state as for  the negat ive
i r I tO

r ights.  The civ i l  I  pol i t jcal  r ights are of ten seen as beinq nrr ,e of  the

f  j rst  k ind,  anC the: economic,  social  and crr l tura I  r iqhts r t re of  the second

the or ig i r :a1 Fter,ch Declarat ion du droi t  de - , -  n, t1)r '1,- t j  i , t .  i tu c i i r - . \ ,en
(1789) and the Un' iversal  Declarat jon of  Human Rjqhts (1948) can

tb€
prob"bly\seen as combinjnq the two elements.

l1owever,  th is dist . ' inct jon is less important and also nrainly

semant ic,  ' l jke the dist ' inct io/  between tr l ' r 'eedols - f ' t ' ' i : ' r i l  and I t i l -€edon ' t ,or l

much clepencf ing on what i< inJ\or iorc ls are used and whether negat ive part ic les

are made use of  or  not.  Prc i 'e intportant would be sonre k ind of  imaqe of

the sccjal  st . ructure of  a human r ight ,  and an ef for t  to develop an image

t 's gi  ven i  n F' igure 2.

Figure 2.  The social :t!-9!r9_, l_[u nrgr_1glll

1 egi  t imacy accountabi l i ty

state system

/ \( l
\ /

^+-+^JLOLga\
\ tnoiuiouar/

r i  ghts dut ies
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norrx object  ' is  an ' indiv idual  .  Located ' in the ' interface between inrer-

nat ' ional  and nat ional  1aw, in a sense as customary parLs of  bc ' th of

thent,  the hrrman r ights se:-ve an important.  integr i ty funct ion' in the

tolal  wor ld normat ' ive system r a.s : :  net  t .y in5- '  the t l ' : r -ee t rers tor iethcl ,

(as j  ndi  cated j  n piour:e 2) .

I  do not th ink one can go further in the explorat ion of  thrs

phenomenon without looking ' into the dut jes.  Between the emerging state

and the emergin- i indjv iduals a new contrat  soc' ia l  took shape. i  do not

think by any means that we have seen the end of  th is process yet,

but one key to the phenomenon is probably found precisely in the t i t le

of  the or ig inal  French document,  referr ing not oniy to the r ights of

"man",  but  a lso to the r jghts of  "c i t izen".  A person may be a rnan/women

in a more absolute,  perhaps even unjversal  sense* whatever that  nr ight

mean -but js a c j t izen only relat ive to the staterand niore part jcu ' lar11'

to the state of  which he/she ' is  a c i t jzen. The clut ies that  ' inrr i rediately

come to one 's ln ind vroul  d be the duty (part . icul  ar ly of  nren) to produce

ancl  (part icular ly of  rvomen) to reproduce; in other words to rnake the

state r ich in terms oi  ncn-human and human capi ta l .  Then; there is the

economic duty to pay taxes and the pol i t icai  duty to part ic ipate or

at  least  i rot  to work against  the pol i t ical  rnachjnery.  And f ina' l ly  there

is the rni l i tary duty (part jcular l .v for  men) to sacr j f  ice one's l ' i fe

for ihe cause def ined by the state in the' inter-state systen.

ldeavy dui . ies,  the lat ter  even extrente.  Tt  i  s  important to see

the r ise of  obl igatory war serv ' ice, ,eventua11y for the who' le populat ion

in increasinglytoLal iz ing wa1p",  f rom pertaining to a caste of  warr jors

only to al l  able-bodied men and vromen,and ul t imately to everybody as

non-protest ing v jct ' ims in the l  ight  of  increas' ing scope for human

rights. ig.Lgl__tjglts woulC entit le the state to demand tpl_al__-du!cs;

the total  r r rovider is ent i t led to total  cOnrmitrnenl .  a s j .sproducer.  ] .1.e state

the state took,  the name of the state be pra' ised. The F i . .3te rr ; i ivesrr  e i i i r :n
ct<, ; ,s rni l  j - ta_r1, .  ser. / i  CO, t i .

i . /onen. -and
In th is process the stat .e has a very rat ional  argument:  " i f  i ,

the state is to provide for a ' l l  that  is  l ' is ted in the inter-

nat ional  checking l  is t  of  r i  ghts,  thecl  s imply have to have more f f ro l t€] .  f r

i lcr :  ihrs to hau'0en tbe ci t izens'1; , .1,p 1-1 1r. ,*r i i  h: ; : :d,  t roducing a

oA\re,

i :.: ofor:



surplus,  d i rect ly and indirect ly,  that  can be used to r : rovj-de for

r ,vhat not only the c i t izens but the sta-te svster '1 delnand.s.  The ci t j -zen

woul d have the d.utv to nroduee for the state the surpl  us wi th

which the state can r ; rovj-de for the c j - t izen. And even, also,  have the

dutv to rnake use of  h is and her r iohts,  to c la in '  but  not to over-c la im,

therebv lecr j - t j .miz incT the cal ls to dutv f rorn the state.  He should not be

able to extr icate hirnsel- f  f  rom the dut ies by not c la imins the r : iqhts.

This is i rnnor: tant  because i t  a l  so serves to i l l -ustr :ate whlz there

is no contr :adict ion betvreen beincr hi<vh in fu l - f i l lment of  hurnan r icrhts

and at  the same t j - r 'e beinq hicrhlv aqc.ressirze in the j -nter-state svstem,

with a hioh leve1 of  abi l i tv  to mobi l ' i  ze the c i t izens for that  t \ /pe of

dcTcr ls5slon. f  am actual l lz  th inkinc '  both of  the Uni ted Stat-e (hi-c 'h on

civ iL/r>o]. i t ical  r iohts)  and of  the Soviet  Union (hicrh on sociaf  -economic

t iqhts)  in th is connect ion.  Thev have both vrorked, out contr :acts wi th

their :  c i t izens, both to a lar :cre extent a.b1e to rnake the ci t izens t lav

less at tent ion to the neol-ected. hunan r iqhts (resul t ino in hicrh l -evel

of  unemnloyrnent in the Uni ted States,  e\zen of  miser:y ;  and- in hioh l -evef

of  pol i t ical-  r :epr:ession in the Soviet  Union) because rnuch is relat ive- l - rz

wel l  r r rovided for.  There na-- \z be other states in the vror ld s lzstem with

a verv lorrr  level  of  nrovis ion for anv k inC of  r icrht  and consecuent l rz

also,unable to rnobi l - ize their  oopul-at ion unless thev have othe::  sources

f o drarnlnnr ln -  such a-s intact  re l io ious rnvths and bel iefs and vis lons of

missionar lz r icThts and dut ies.  But ,such states mav also be less dancre-

rousi  throucrh v/ars,  to tohers,  . - r .* l themsel-ves.  vr i th the human r icrhts

a contractual  r :a, ther:  than norm.at ive-bas- i -s fo:r :  mobi l iz ino the Dopu-

lat ion vtas/ is inst i tut ional ized. Conseouent l -v,  those less concerned vr i th

human r icrhts wi . l l  have to i -nvoke more patr iot ism - the conservat ive: , .

Hcuierrer: that nnv be, there can be no doubt that hurnan r:ishts as an institution

ane linked to a particul-ar hlstorical nhase in the errclution of the nndern state

svstem, in the T^rest. Itbre partieuJ-arlv, ther/ are l-inked to a str:oncr and central-

state with considerahl-e firnds at its di-srx>sal, otherrvise rnanv of Lhe rLohts - the

i:n:lenentation of uihichr c<ruld be cmite costlv - siroJv becor,e neanincrless. The

idea is that of havincr a r:owerful prowider in one's rnidst, sor,"e kind of la-tter-darz

God, not onlv_onrriscient and omtrlrrctent, but also @vqlen!, llke the welfa::e

state shoul-d be. The hurnan ::icrhts are there to see to lt that crrnnlscl-ence and orrn'ri-

rrotence ar:e bal.anced vlith benerzolence, of the necratire and r.rositive kinds nentioned.

But as t]le constmction ha.s erre::gled, orrnlscience and onrnirotence harre to be tak-en

jn the barogin, and with obedient citj-zens clainino their riohts but also exercisincr

thei:: duties they can becole cn:ite forrnidable in theili consecfuenees. Til-l- rve rvake up
! l  , ,

one dav, realizinc{ that total freedorqs, as ric'hts, hb.rre nrade us totallrz unfree, as
' I  r  ' .  I

duties, \firere conserrza-tiv,es/fascists do not extend riohts, o]: even take thenr awavi

Illrerals/srrcialists rnav bur-y us in riohts. Ttre net result narr be disapg>intinqly sirrri--

lar : a stron<l state d,enrandint total corr-tnitn'ent - in the nuclear aoe.
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3. Human r igh_tsj  a c ly!_rzat ionat_lerspecl_ryS.

The approach taken in th ' is  sect ion vr i l l  be less histor ical  and
\to less oriented tor^rards tire, Tnre tcl.'ards sDa,ce.

ntore t ied\a v iew of  western c iv i l izat ion.  The cuest ion to be answered

is s jmply th ' is :  to what extent,  and preciseiy howrcan the human r ights

as we know them in their  total i ty be seen as an expression of  western

cjv i ' l  jzat i0n,  wi th a relat ively c lear and consistent western bias?

The quest ion to be asked i  not  whether th is is good or bad, only whether

i t  is  the case or not.  l ivaluatrcn c)7: t :s L, ' ' ter ,

For the explorat ion of  th ' is  nroblenr a v ' is jon of  western c jv i l izat ion

is neededo and the one that rv i l l  be used here is based on so-cal led

cosmology analyr l t )Civ i l . izat ions are then a.n.o. lyseei .  ' ; . . - : t , t ig s ix el . ' iner, .s, icns,

the part icular stand taken by western c iv i l izat jon along these six Cinensions

is ientat i - re l -y de:c: : ibed t  and what then fol lows would be

an expl i i rat . ion of  to what extent human r ights can be seen as an exempl i -

f icat ' ion of  th is part- icular c iv ' i l izat ional  posi t ion.  Let us look at

them quickly so as to get an over-v jew.

(1 ) :  SPACI.  The !{est .ern assuntpt ion is thet  the wor ld can be div jded in-

16 two parts,  a centet"  which js ' in the l . lesL'  and a per iphery wai t ing

to receive what comes frotn the West.  There ntay also be arr  outer

per iphery,  refusing to be incorporated as second class i . lestr for

which harsher t reatment than the propagat ion of  ideas, goods and

services rn ' ight  hre needed. In th is image of  the spat, ia l  arrangement

of  the wor ld there are actual ' ly  two ideas: one is univeryal js! ,

that  what is western is relugj t  for  the whole wor ld l  and the

other one is Sg_trLl1911L, that \West is the center f rom which mostr  or

almost al  I ,  valuable th ings or ig inate.

I  do not th ink i t  is  unfajr  to say that the human r ights

t 'adj t ion can be seen jn t .h is 1ight.  I t  emerged histor ical ly in

the l {esb and has breen propagated from the t{est .  The universal

declarat jon of  human r ights f^/as accepted by a predominant ly western
-.Ln tg-+3

United Nat ' ion\an'd night have had considerably more di f f icul t ies

today .  In the f i rst  years ' i t  was djseminated and propaaatedrand

(2) Galtuno. He-iesfarl- Prrdeno. "cln\ r . / the l-asf 25o0 rrear:s in vrestern histonz"

,  .L-t l l rnanr()n volure, Ch 12, Carnbnclce 1978lhj ' l i
-  |  - ) i' : i l  i

The Nevr Carnbridoe lt'ldern Fristonz
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st i  I  I  is ,  f rom the l ,Jest  towards the rest  of  the wor ld.  In the Cold

War'^dnLqhwe have had almost dur inc,  the ent i re per iod s ' ince the

universal  declarat jonrthe human r ights on which the West sees i tsel f

as being part icuar ly st . rong, the c jv i l  and pol  i t ' ical  r ights l  have

been more emphasized than the r ights ivhere the Second rr lor ld -actual  ly

also a part  of  the Occident,  the social jst  countr ies-see themselves

as stronqer" Moreclver,  in the ranking of  states the western states

by and large stand out as being highest in the fu l f j l lmen*.  of  human

rjqhts norms so l .hat ' .whatever the reason for th is nray bera dimension

has been inst i t .ut . jonal ' ized whereby the center remains the center

and t"he per iphery the per iphery.  I t  is  a lso possible for  countr ies

i  n the l^Jest to see themsel ves as . r  udi ies ovet '  the rest  of  the wor1d,

distr ibut inq cert i  Ficates of  h iqh artd low levels of  fu l f  i ' l lment,
inrzestioa-tihcr to r^tra-t extent states all over: a::e lirrino un to tht*norrn.s.

ITre 
-objEcl lon 

woulC be that i t  is  l ike th is because the t^ lest

s imply is best"as also evidenced by the fact  that  there are more

peopie want ing to mi grate into the l 'Jest  than into other parts of

the wor ld.  And the counter-object ion is,  of  course, that  th is is

because West has in i ts power to def ine what is "best" ,
not-, to rnention to coneent::ate rdealth that attr:acts reol] e- i;r-il tiie
] ;1, [ :  ct  i f rc, .  r r i  t r 'c ; t i i i  j - l ts  ' '  -  t .hat  a norm (such as care'  for  the aged

the fanr i  1y i tse ' l f  )  more adheredto ' in the non-West than in the

West would have a hard t ime being accepted as a "human r ight" ,

and prr :bably never would 'at  least  as long as the West has the

pcwer t0 prevent I't. The TjTest v.rcmld accent as riohts norrs rplrs "fulfil led

jn t - l - re i {est  than in the non-T^rest ,  l i ]us i ' :uarar i feei t i l ;  t l re l r '  Lop 1ol ' ; iL lor i '

(2) :  TIMt.  The wes[ern t ime perspect jve is that  of  ptogress,  asyntptot ic

convergence to an ideal  qd:_Ul lqg,  possibly wi th a cr is is before

that state of  af fa i r r , is  at ta jned. The human r ights conceptual izat ion
js to a large extent of  t f rat  k ind.  There seenr to be two processes

at work.  0n the one hand there is a given setfJ-human r ights and

the pajn-stak' inq,  somet inres quick, ' t r ) i i : r , : t . i : ice/process of  states

in fu l f  i l l ' ing the norms, hopeful ' ly  converging asymptot icai ly to

that ideal  state.  But then there' is the second process of  expanding

the set of  norms, f  inding new human r ights,  ' inst i tut ' ional  iz i  ng them,

thereby approximatrng the' ideal  society in a process of  norm expansion.

Cornbr jned these two processes wi I  I  a lways assLrre the I  eadershi  p of

ok u"r i- ous
within
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the leaders:  those who are fa i r ly high on' implement ing nornis but

see otheecatching up can retain leadership and distance to other

countr jes (essent ia l  in a center-per iphery conzeptual ' izat ' ion of  the

world) hy adding new rules to the game. At the end of  the process

is paradise,  and those jn the center are to def ine what paradise

looks l ikerand tend to def jne j t  jn such a v ' tay that  they themselves

are closest. Ir other:s shoufd ca-tch un,alJ- thev have to do j-s to nroCuce

ne\^7 nOITnS.

(3):  KNOVlLtDGt.  The western knowledge structure is atcm' istc/deduct ive,

as opposed to hol  is t jc , rd ia lect ' ic  tha. t .  can be found some other

places. The fragmentary,  atonist . ic  aspect is ref lected in two

ways: the in( iy idual  as the unj t  of  nornr fu l f i l lment as opposed

to the group, and the single norm as the unj t  of  account.  fnstea.d

of hol ist ic j : ;cf i : . rer*s of  whole countr ies as "chnist ian" or "c ' iv ' i l ized" or" ,socia-
Lf ist"

comes the painstaking : le i - -p:?i j :  : i  - l i ic ,  human rrght*o :ea-t  izat ion fdr

M indjv jduals on N v:r ' i : r - - . .1-r- ,sf-human r ights.  The matr ix ' is  form' idable

l ike an enormous switchbord where red l ight .s. indicate def ic iencies

to be el iminated through adequate norm ful f i l lment.  Again i t  is
of vlhether this" i-s

not a quest ion 
{  

good or bad, only a quest ion of  not ing western

epistemology at  urr : rk wi th i t .s great at tent ion to the soc' ia l  atom,

the' ind' iv ' idual  and the conceptual  atom, the speci f ic  var. iable,

the just ic ' iable 1egal  norm.

(4):  MAN OVER NAIURI.  The western perspect ive is that  of  lg l lsgfal !
over nature,  nreaning that man has the r ight  to manipulate nature

more or less as he wants,  nature exist ing fgLlEI,  not  gn : l j ! .

0ne part ' icular aspect of  th is is the unl ' i r r i ted r jght  to k i11 aninrals

for human consuntpt ion,  even to expose them to highly painfui  t reat-

ment jn the fc l rm of  "exper iments",  presumably for  human betternent r  i - r t " i : , , r .nr , '

insisht g::. inrrr- i  :  n matters rel at i  ng to heal th and d j  sease. Hr.:rnan beinos

rftw oain a r:ioht to a "clean enrrironr.ent, but the envl:ronrent has no;=ryt} 
l_rtgt!,"".

I  do not th ink j t  ' - rnfajr  to say that th is anthropocentr ic
nancnorr i 'o js fu l ly  ref lected jn the human r ights t radi t ion,  even

in the name "human r ights".  An' imal r ights are now ( jokingly)  being

considered, nat.ure 's r ights might be around the corner.  But,  they
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are late in coming and f ia5r 3l  so come too late.  i ,nd t i ren tnere is

the problem of who shal l  be the nor in-senders when the direct iy

concerned part ies are not art iculat ' ing in a manner understandable

to the norm receivers,  the states? Art iculat ' ion has to be mediated

through human be' ings,  animal lovers and nature lovers,  and their

art jculat ion may be far f rom rel iable.  L.eaving that point  aside

i t  is  c lear that  in the lack of  considerat ion for  non-human nature

a pos' i t ' ion has been taken, and that posi t ion is ent j re ly ' in agreement

with western c iv j ' l ' izat ion,  in general ,  at  th is point .

(5) :  MAN 0VtR MAN. The western posi t ion today'  r :omhrines vert ' ical  j ty  and

indiv idual ism in a strongly contpet i t ive system of relat ions def in ing

winners and losers.  The model sketched of  the hunran r ights concept

above is in accordance with th ' is .  There is the pr imacy of  the state

over indiv jc iuals,  but  not uncond. i t . ional ly so" indiv iduals are

subjected to the state as c i t ' izerrs (subjects) ,  but  are enLi t led

lo human r i  ghts i  n return "  However,  vt i  th oerhaps as ntuch as 90i i

of  the econor i ' ic  assets decjded over,  centrai lyr ins ' ide nat ion states

(and nrost  of  the rest  at  the internat jonal  level ,  leaving almost

nothing to the local  level  because local  assets are snal l  and

ul t" imately t ' ied up with central  decis jons),  and this is repeated

in the admin' istrat ive decis ions, vert ical  i ty  is  certainly bui l t

into the corrc€pt.  I t  n i iqht  look to some as i f  th js is not the

case when the fccus ' is  on ther wordrr : . : tg; : t t ta lone; coupled wjth

the v;crd ' rdutyt f  i t  becomes more c1ea.! /  But th is vert ical  i ty  ' is

found in most social  construct ions.  bJhat makes for ' . , , r . : r , r i ,crr iness is

the way i t .  is  coupied to jnd' iv idual  isnr,  in strongly comoet i t ive

relat ions.  Hunran r ights becclme indiv idual  r iqhts to the extent

that ' indiv idual  s are the norm objects,  the uni ts to wh' ich the norms

are rel  ated and ' in whi  ch they are ul  t ' imat.ely f  u1f  i  I  I  ed.  Thi  s

excludes people 's r jghts and the r ights of  groups, such as

indigenous qroups, ancient peopies,  .non-western cul tures pocketed
' inside western societ ies and r t f f i t i r i tutu those

states.  The cond"i t ' ion for  benef i t ing f rom the r ights is not only th: t  peonle

-p e i  nr-n np t  r '  ' , i i  th dut ies, lu!  a lso that they accept-* the
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r iqhts as' indiv jduals,  not  as groups. The r ight  to educat ion means

each l l l j l iugl 's  r ight  to have access to the publ ic schoolsT as

def i  ned !V an.d o,rgani  zed by the state.  f t  does not necessar i  ly  mean
-Ql- an ]_ncrfc'enot].s./

the r ight ' -*  -  group to inst i tut ional ' ize i ts own type of  educat ' ion,

except for  detai ls in connect ion wi th some types of  re l ig ion and

l  anguage j  nstruct i  on .  The r i  ghts are a ' l  so coupl  ed vr i  th the dut ' ies

to not only permit  but  help the state in doing what the state deems

necessary in order to implement the r ights.  Thus, i f  money. is

needed f 'cr  the wel fare state then the state rnight bel ieve in

hydroelectr ic plans' in order to provide energy cheaply ' in a marketable

formrand also t r :  make a prof i t  on the sale of  enerqy.  In doinq so

the state might act  against  the interests of  groups,for instance

r: i f  nai ' ive populat ionsor of  "nature lovers",  But as there are (almost)

no grcup r ights,  only indiv jdual  r ights ' there is no way in lvhjch

th1s would be ref lected as a countervai l ing human r ight .eo the r : ioht  of  the
l)Jorv,zeclian Sarne to reta,in lancl intact for a i^eincreer basecr culture, unclistur:becl
bv hvdr,oelectric Drtu/er nl,ants.

(6):  GOD 0Vt,R MAN. In addj t ' ion to al l  that  has been sa' id above the

western perspect ive also presupposes an over-r id ing pr inc ' ip ie.

I t  vras God in the o1d days, one or more of  the successors to God

nowadays. One of  these successors js the 9tate,  and the state is

shaped in the image cf  a benevolent,  omnisc' ient  and omnipotent l i ing,
as po' inted out above. The human r ights contr ibute to th js con-

slruct ion.  And t f re argunlent has alreacf i r been made use of :

i t  js  jn the interest  of  the eni ightened state to take on an ever-

increasing number of  norms andimplement them jn the form of human

r" ights lbecause the condj t ion for  rneel ing the. lgtJ,*^[gr ld be an

increasingly strong state capable of  extract i t igJ- i l r f iJs f ronr the

ci t i lenry.  The new ccntrat  Eocia. l  s: tar ts iocki-ns I  ike the ot  r i  cne,
Thus, tl-e hrrnan v-i-ohts rnint unlr^.rords : not to Gocl , but to success,, ,, the
.Qfafo anrl J-ha c.|_a1_a qrrc1-om

Tonc*Tu5]'onl ' i t ' iT' i 'of1fff fbFd the human rights are located. Qn any-one

ortr ' f f i i l rnensionsthatcounts.r i .R.-&.ruou"' i . , ' j f r-*.* i t?l ] i i , ' "oo.nat. ion
l \ .

of human r ights is a propagat ion of  l . {estern c iv i l  izat ion,  and is orobably

also part ly intended as such. And that makes one ask the qgest ion:  what
t*.i.r.y,d, co nFt.cls

are the concrete conseqrrences in terms of  contradjct ionlvfha-t-have shown uFr

2-r td may sooner or later show up more clear ly,  both wi th in and between

states,  and ul t inrately for  indjv iduals? r  th ink i t  is  h ioh t j re i^re start  ansvrer ing
that question and ston seeino the hu:nan ric.hts tr^aCi,tr on as an unrni ticrateC ococi. l.t
is the nroduet of a certain er:a and, a certa_'i,n crvi_lrzat-.ion - of the st.ate-builrrino
nha-se in T'Testem civi-.lization. Tlhe sea.rch for: uni-rzrer:sal hrrrnan ri-ohts ls still on -
anc'l is an enCless nroject.




